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Mass Times: 
HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Saturday Vigil  5 p.m.
Sunday  9:30 a.m.
Tuesday  5:30 p.m.
Wednesday/UA  8 a.m.
Thursday  8 a.m.
Friday  9 a.m. 
Holy Days   
Usus Antiquior  8 a.m
Mass  12 p.m.

Reconciliation 
Saturday  4 - 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday  4:45 - 5:30 p.m.
First Friday  8 - 9 a.m. 
First Saturday  8 - 9 a.m. 
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
Sunday  8 a.m.
Holy Days  
Vigil  5:30 p.m.

Reconciliation 
Sunday  7:30-7:45 a.m.

Pastor: Fr. Brian Slezak            Email: brian.slezak@rcda.org            Web: holyfamilylittlefall.org
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Holy Family Parish
763 E. Main Street

Little Falls, NY 13365
(315) 823-3410

Email: holyfamily.littlefalls@rcda.org
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9am - 3pm  Fri. 9am - 12pm

Admin. Assistant: Lisa LaCoppola
Bookkeeper: Donna Young-Edick

Welcome to Mass! We are called to. . .
Mass Intentions

Holy Family - July 24
Collection - $2,695.00

St. Joseph - July 24
Collection - $1,240.00

ST. JOSEPH
     Ann Tucker, Debbie Povec, Mike Barron, Carol Ann Kovic, 
Jeanette Hogan, Matthew Cadwell, James Doolittle, Sr., Rich-
ard Grogan, Helen Johnson, Betty Zerbst, Allison Perry, Tyler 
David Foster, Margaret Johnson, Neil Cronin, Steven Serow, Lisa 
Giordano-Hayes, and Joseph Rudi. All the members of our armed 
forces and their families.   
     If there is a name on our prayer list that should be taken off at 
this time, please notify the office so we can remove the name. 315-
823-3410.

Pray for Our Sick

Thursday, June 16 - 8 a.m.
† Deceased Members of Holy Family Parish
Funeral Mass - 11 a.m.
† John Wojdan

Sacrificial Giving

Cemetary

HOLY FAMILY ROSARY
Recitation of the Rosary is said before Mass each  
Saturday at 4:30 p.m. and each Sunday at 9 a.m.  
Come and join us as we pray to our Blessed Mother.

HOLY FAMILY
Saturday, July 30 - 5 p.m.
† Bill Van Allen - Family
† Brian Belorit - Mary Mosher & Karen Malone
† John Wojdan - Joan Canorro
† Maggie Gressler - Rosarians

ST. JOSEPH
Sunday, July 31 - 8 a.m.
† Scott Davies – DeLucco Family

HOLY FAMILY
Sunday, July 31 - 9:30 a.m.
† Deanna B. Shaver - Judith Zarin
† Linda Sagatis - Family
† Lilian Ciocco - Sam & Colleen Corsi

HOLY FAMILY
Tuesday, August 2 - 5:30 p.m.
† Lucy Helmer - Family

HOLY FAMILY
Wednesday, August 3 - Usus Antiquior - 8 a.m.
† Joseph Mifsud

HOLY FAMILY
Thursday, August 4 - 8 a.m.
† Jim Conelly - Grace Rocha

HOLY FAMILY
Friday, August 5 - First Friday Mass - 9 a.m.
† Fr. J. Gregory Mulhall

HOLY FAMILY 
Saturday, August 6 - First Saturday Mass -  
Usus Antiquior - 9 a.m.
† Maria Saginario

HOLY FAMILY
Saturday, August 6 - 5 p.m.
† Bill Van Allen - Family
† Brian Belorit - Mary Mosher &        
   Karen Malone
† John Wojdan - Joan Canorro
† Maggie Gressler - Rosarians

ST. JOSEPH
Sunday, August 7 - 8 a.m.
† Scott Davies –  Winkler Family

HOLY FAMILY
Sunday, August 7 - 9:30 a.m.
† Deanna B. Shaver - Judith Zarin
† Linda Sagatis - Family
† Lilian Ciocco - Sam & Colleen Corsi

SANCTUARY LAMP
Lit in memory of:
Maggie Gressler - The Rosarians
Darlene Perry - Alison Perry & Christine Logar

     A reminder that the water spickets at the cemetery do not 
work. Water will be available in drums by the work garage. If 
you are able to bring your own water that would be helpful. 



neighbors and fellow Rwandans massacred.
      After the genocide, Immaculée came face-to-face with 
the man who killed her mother and one of her brothers. 

After enduring months of physical, mental and 
spiritual suffering, Immaculée was still able to 
offer the unthinkable, telling the man, “I forgive 
you.”
     In 1998, Immaculée emigrated from 
Rwanda to the US, where she continued her 
work for peace through the United Nations. 
During that time, she shared her story with co-
workers and friends who were so impacted by 
her testimony they insisted she write it down. 
Three days after finishing her manuscript, she 
met best-selling author Dr. Wayne W. Dyer, 
who, within minutes of meeting her, offered 
to publish her book. Dyer is quoted as saying, 
“Immaculée not only writes and speaks about 

unconditional love and forgiveness, but she radiates it 
wherever she goes.”
     Immaculée’s first book, Left to Tell: Discovering God 
Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust (Hay House) was released 
in March of 2006. Left to Tell quickly became a New York 
Times Best Seller. To date, it has been translated into over 
twenty languages and has sold over two million copies. 
Immaculée’s story has also been showcased on 60 Minutes, 
The CBS Early Show, CNN, EWTN, CBS Evening News, 
The Aljazeera Network as well as in print form in The New 
York Times, USA Today, Newsday, and many other domestic 
and international publications.
     She has been recognized and honored with numerous 
humanitarian awards including The Mahatma Gandhi 
International Award for Reconciliation and Peace.
     Immaculée is regarded as one of world’s leading speakers 
on faith, hope and forgiveness. She has shared this universal 
message with world leaders, school children, multination-
al corporations, churches, and at events and conferences 
around the world. A major motion picture of her life are 
currently under development.
     You can buy tickets for 
Immaculée’s September 8th 
event online at Holy Family: 
holyfamilylittlefalls.org or call  
315-717-2249.

Email: sjdolgeville@gmail.com
Office: 763 E. Main Street, Little Falls, NY 13365

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs.  10am - 3pm
Secretary/Bookkeeper: Donna Young-Edick

St. Joseph Church
31 N. Helmer Avenue
Dolgeville, NY 13329

(315) 823-3410

know, love, and serve as Jesus did.

     Immaculée Ilibagiza was born and raised in a small 
village in Rwanda, Africa. She enjoyed a peaceful childhood 
with her loving parents and three brothers. Education was 
very important, so it was no surprise that she 
did well in school and went on to the National 
University of Rwanda to study electrical and 
mechanical engineering. It was while she was 
home from school on Easter break in 1994 that 
Immaculée’s life was transformed forever.
     On April 6th of that year, the Rwandan 
President’s plane was shot down over the 
capital city of Kigali. This assassination of the 
Hutu president sparked months of massacres 
of Tutsi tribe members. Not even small, rural 
communities like Immaculée’s were spared from 
the house-by-house slaughtering of men, women 
and children.
     Immaculée’s father told her to run to a 
local pastor’s house for protection. He quickly sheltered 
Immaculée and seven other women in a hidden 3 x 4 
foot bathroom. For the next 91 days, Immaculée and the 
other women huddled silently in this small room, while 
the genocide raged outside the home and throughout the 
country.
     While in hiding, anger and resentment were destroying 
Immaculée’s mind, body and spirit. It was then that 
Immaculée turned to prayer. Prior to going to the pastor’s 
home, Immaculée’s father, a devout Catholic, gave her a set 
of rosary beads. She began to pray the rosary as a way of 
drowning out the anger inside her, and the evil outside the 
house. It was that turning point towards God and away 
from hate that saved Immaculée.
     In addition to finding faith, peace, and hope during those 
three months of hiding, Immaculée also taught herself 
English. Immaculée was always a good student and already 
fluent in Kinyarwanda and French. Using only a Bible and 
a dictionary, she spent countless hours in that cramped 
bathroom learning her third language.
     After 91 days, Immaculée was finally liberated from 
her hiding place only to face a horrific reality. Immaculée 
emerged from that small bathroom weighing just 65 pounds, 
and finding her entire family brutally murdered, with the 
exception of one brother who was studying abroad. She also 
found nearly one million of her extended family, friends, 

Immaculée’s Story of Faith, Hope, and Forgiveness



was. But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner 
of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 
persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, 
at Iconium, at Lystra– what persecutions I endured. And 
out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yes, and all who 
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 
But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived. (2Ti 3:1-13)
     This is Tolkien’s warrant for the “long defeat.” And the 
thought is not that we wake up one day and people are 
suddenly boasters, proud, blasphemers, etc. Rather, “evil 
men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving 
and being deceived.”
     It was a common belief among the Desert Fathers that 
successive generations of monks would become weaker and 
weaker, unable to bear the great trials of their predecessors. 
Indeed it was said that in the end, the simple act of 
believing would take greater grace than all of the ascetic 
feats of the earliest monks.
     This is not a pessimistic streak within Orthodox 
Christianity. If history tells us anything, it is that this is a 
very honest, even prescient reading. The evils of the 20th 
century, particularly those unleashed during and after 
World War I, are clearly among the worst ever known on 
the planet, and continue to be the major culprits behind 
all of our current struggles. That war was not “the war 
to end all wars.” It has rather been the foundation of 
all subsequent wars. May God forgive our arrogance 
(“boasters, proud”…). But the Classical Christian read on 
human life contains the deepest hope – set precisely in the 
heart of the long defeat.
     It is that hope that sets the Christian gospel apart from 
earlier pagan historical notions. For the “long defeat” 
was a common assumption among the ancient peoples. 
The Greeks and Romans did not consider themselves to 
have exceeded the heroes who went before. They could 
model themselves on Achilles or Aeneas, but they did not 
expect to match their like. The Jews had no hope other 
than a “restoration of the Kingdom,” which was generally 
considered apocalyptic in nature. All of classical culture 
presumed a long decline.
     The narrative was rewritten in the modern era – 
particularly during the 19th century. The Kingdom of 
God was transferred from apocalyptic hope (the end of the 
long defeat) to a material goal to be achieved in this world. 
This was a heresy, a radical revision of Christian thought. 
It became secularized and moderated into mere progress. 
It is worth doing a word study on the history of the word 
“progressive.” 
     But Tolkien notes that within the long defeat, there 
are “glimpses of final victory.” I would go further and say 
that the final victory already “tabernacles” among us. It 
hovers within and over our world, shaping it and forming 
it, even within its defeat. For the nature of our salvation 
is a Defeat. Therefore the defeat within the world itself is 
not a tragic deviation from the end, but an End that was 
always foreseen and present within the Cross itself. And the 
Cross itself was present “from before the foundation of the 
world.”
     Tolkien’s long defeat, is, as he noted, of a piece with his 
Catholic, Christian faith. It is thoroughly Orthodox as well. 
For the victory that shall be ours, is not a work in progress 
– it is a work in wonder.

Tolkien’s Long Defeat - continued



continued other side —

Tolkien’s Long Defeat 
written by Fr. Stephen Freeman

“Actually I am a 
Christian,” Tolkien 
wrote of himself, 
“and indeed a Roman 
Catholic, so that I do 
not expect ‘history’ 
to be anything but 
a ‘long defeat’— 
though it contains 
(and in legend may 
contain more clearly 
and movingly) some 
samples or glimpses of 
final victory” (Letters 
255).

     History as a long 
defeat. I can think of nothing that is more anti-modern 
than this sentiment expressed by J.R.R. Tolkien. It is a 
thought perfectly in line with the fathers and the whole 
of Classical Christian teaching. And it’s anti-modernism 
reveals much about the dominant heresy of our time.
     We believe in progress – it is written into the DNA 
of the modern world. If things are bad, they’ll get better. 
The “long defeat” would only be a description of the road 
traveled by racism, bigotry, and all that ignorance breeds.
     And our philosophy of progress colors everything we 
consider. The scientific concept of evolution (please do 
not jump on me for mentioning the subject) only suggests 
that there is a change in living things and that the change is 
driven by adaptation and the survival of those adaptations 
that are generally advantageous. If such a theory is granted, 
it says nothing about the direction of the process nor about 
the process as improvement or progress. That “evolve” 
has come to mean “change for the better” is a purely 
ideological assumption with no warrant in science.
     But the metaphor of improvement remains a dominant 
theme within our culture. A few years ago a survey of 
young Americans revealed the utterly shocking conclusion 
that for the first time in recorded history, the young did not 
expect to be as well off as their parents. It was a paradigm 
shift in American progressive thought.
     But Tolkien’s sentiment bears deeper examination. For 
not only does it reject the notion of progress, it embraces 
a narrative of the “long defeat.” Of course this is not a 
reference to steady declining standards of living, or the 
movement from IPhone 5 back to IPhone 4 (perish the 
thought!). It is rather the narrative of Scripture, first taught 
by the Apostles themselves, clearly reflecting a Dominical 
teaching:
     But know this, that in the last days perilous times 
will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers 
of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, 
slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 
traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying 
its power. …Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, 
so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, 
disapproved concerning the faith; but they will progress no 
further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also 


